
Risto Heiskala – CURRICULUM VITAE, 14 April 2021 

 
1. PERSONAL DETAILS: Heiskala, Risto Kalevi; Orcid id: 0000-0003-4466-7491; male; born in 1956; Finn.  

Tel. +358.40.741.7518; Email: risto.heiskala@tuni.fi Web: institutional: https://www.tuni.fi/en/about-
us/sociology#switcher-trigger--overview ; personal: http://www.ristoheiskala.fi  

2. EDUCATION AND DEGREES: Docent of Sociology, since 1998; PhD, Sociology (eximia cum laude approbatur), 
1997; MA, Sociology (magna cum laude approbatur), 1985. All at the University of Helsinki.  
 

3. CURRENT POSITION: Professor of Sociology, Tampere University, Finland (tenure since 4/2021).  
4. PREVIOUS WORK EXPERIENCE: Director, Institute for Advanced Social Research (IASR), University of 

Tampere, 3/2008– 4/2021 (tenure since 6/2011), since a merger in 1/2019 Tampere University. Professor of 
Sociology, University of Tampere, 8/2008–6/2011 (tenure) * Senior Scientist, Academy of Finland & University of 
Tampere, 1/2009–12/2009. * Professor of Public and Social Policy, University of Jyväskylä, 8/2002–3/2008 (tenure) 
* Research Professor, SITRA – The Finnish Innovation Fund & University of Jyväskylä, Finland 6/2003–5/2004. * 
Academy Research Fellow, Academy of Finland & University of Helsinki, 8/2000–7/2002 * Rector’s Research 
Fellow, University of Helsinki, 1/1998–7/2000. Junior Lecturer, Sociology, University of Helsinki, 9/1991–12/1997 
* Research Associate (‘tutkimusassistentti’), Academy of Finland & University of Helsinki, 1/1986–8/1991. 

5. CAREER BREAKS: Paternity leave, 3 months in year 1997. 
 

6. PERSONAL RESEARCH FUNDING IN TOTAL: € 4,801,722 consisting of the following current and past 
grants: European State Nobility and Fatal Problems. Imaginaries of the Finnish Political and Administrative Elite 
in the EU. Academy of Finland (2017–21), € 480,000 + Covid-19 extension € 199,707. * Finnish subproject of the 
EU Frame Programme 7 project Creating Economic Space for Social Innovation (2014–18), € 121,000 (the whole 
project directed by Alex Nicholls, Oxford University; total for 8 national teams € 2,500,000). * Kone Foundation 
Senior Research Fellowship for the IASR (2011-14) € 255,000; (2014-17) € 252,540; (2017-19) € 500,000; (2018-
20) € 292,000 and (2020-21) € 170,000. * Knowledge about the Economy. Analysing and Contextualizing the 
Conceptualization of Economy in the EU. Academy of Finland (2011–15), € 600,003. * SOVAKO, Finnish Doctoral 
Program in Social Sciences, Ministry of Education/Academy of Finland (2009–15), € 326,170 and Kone Foundation 
(2016-20) € 80,000. * Power Elites and Concepts of Power: Governance of the Finnish Market Regime. Academy 
of Finland (2007–10), € 313,160. * Semiotic Institutionalism. Academy of Finland (2008–09), € 135,000. * 
Capabilities, Institutions, Dispositifs and Power in Developed Societies. Academy of Finland (2006–09), € 277,730. 
* Scenario Analysis on the Impacts of Globalization on the Finnish Forest Sector. Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry (2006–07), € 80,000. * Theory and History of the Globalizing Economy. Academy of Finland (2002–05), 
€ 288,151. * Social Innovation, Structural Adjustment Capacity and Economic Performance: Moving toward a 
Learning Society. SITRA, the Finnish Innovation Fund (2002–04), € 230,000. * Economy, Social Institutions and 
Culture: Social Theory in a Globalising World. Academy of Finland (2000–03), € 50,000 (FIM 297,500). * Gender 
or Equality? Gendered Power Resources and Cultural Representations of Gender, Finland 1950s – 1990s. 
University of Helsinki, Rector’s Funds (1998–2000), € 151,261 (FIM 900,000). 
 

7. LEADERSHIP AND SUPERVISION EXPERIENCE: Institutional: Chair of the board of Research Centre for 
Knowledge, Science, Technology and Innovation Studies (TaSTI), Tampere University since 2012 * Science 
Council, University of Tampere, permanent expert member, 2011–2018 * Director of the Institute for Advanced 
Social Research, Tampere University 2008– * Science Council (member, 2006–2008) and Ethical Council (member, 
2003-2004), University of Jyväskylä. * Actual: Supervision of 10 postdoctoral researchers as the leader of the 
above-mentioned projects as the PI and 3-7 biennially changing post doc fellows in the IASR. * 16 PhDs supervised 
to completion at the Universities of Aalto, Helsinki, Tampere, Tallinn and Jyväskylä. Currently 9 PhDs under 
supervision at Tampere University. * More than 100 supervised and more than 70 examined MA theses at the 
universities of Helsinki, Jyväskylä and Tampere. 
 

8. TEACHING EXPERIENCE: Institutional: Director of SOVAKO, Finnish Doctoral Program in Social Sciences, 
2009–2015. (Member of Executive Board, 2007–2016.) * Director, Doctoral School of the University of Tampere, 
2014–2016. Chair, Coordination Committee of University Joint Doctoral Studies, University of Tampere, 2008–
2011. * Member, Executive Group of Cooperation in Doctoral and Postdoctoral Studies, University Alliance Finland, 
2008–2011. * Chair, Executive Committee of Methodology Centre for Human Sciences (IHME), University of 
Jyväskylä, 2006–2008. * Member, Executive Group of Doctoral Program, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of 
Jyväskylä, 2007–2008. * Deputy Head and Pedagogical Director, Department of Social Sciences and Philosophy, 
University of Jyväskylä. 2004–2005. * Member, Admission Committee, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of 
Helsinki, 1993–1997. Actual: Extensive participation in curriculum planning and production of course material at 
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the universities of Helsinki, Jyväskylä and Tampere since 1986; in a leading role since 2002. * Lecture series on 
globalization, economic sociology, social theory, cultural theory, public and social policy and the gender system 
(since 1985). Thematic seminars on environmental problems, historical sociology, globalization/modernization, 
gender studies, social theory and qualitative methods (since 1991). Doctoral and MA seminars in sociology and 
public and social policy (since 2002). Public lectures and seminars at international universities such as UC Berkeley, 
European University Institute, Florence, European University at St. Petersburg, University of Copenhagen, 
University of Tartu, Uppsala and Lund Universities and all Finnish universities.  
 

9. EXPERIENCE IN ORGANIZING SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS: Recent examples: Chair of the Organizing 
Committee of the 2nd, 4th and 6th Power Conference, August 2010, 2014 and 2018 Tampere, European Sociological 
Association (ESA), International Political Science Association (IPSA) and University of Tampere (100-200 
participants). * Convener and Chair of the Social Theory Stream, 27th Conference of the Nordic Sociological 
Association (NSA), August 2014, Lund (32 participants). * Convener and Chair of the Closed Session on Epistemic 
Governance, 23rd Conference of IPSA, July 2014, Montreal (40 participants). * Table Presider, Refereed Roundtable 
on Political and Economic Sociology (New York 2013) and on Global and Transnational Sociology (Settle 2016), 
American Sociological Association (ASA). Less recent: Annual meetings of the European Sociological Association 
(ESA) in Muchia 2003 (2,500 participants, member of program committee) and Helsinki 2001 (1,000 participants, 
member of organizing committee). * Annual one-week Winter Seminars of the IASR since 2008 with changing 
partners such as the European University Institute, Florence,  advanced study institutes in Uppsala (SCASS), 
Budapest (CEU IAS) and Strasbourg (USIAS) (20-40 participants), and associations such as ESA Research Network 
15 on Global, Transnational and Cosmopolitan Sociology (100 participants).  
 

10. AWARDS AND HONORS: Selector of the Vuoden Tiedekynä Award Winner 2016, the largest annual academic 
writing award in Finland by the Kone Foundation. * Member: Finnish Academy of Science and Letters, 2015–; 
Finnish Cultural Foundation, 2004–. * Sociology Prize 2014 for the best article in the editorial term 2011-13: 
Sosiologia/The Westermarck Society. * Research Associate/Visiting Scholar:  Faculty of Politics, Psychology, 
Sociology and International Studies, University of Cambridge, 2–4/2009; Department of Sociology, UC Berkeley, 
8/1990–8/1991. * Winner of the English Second Language/Europe series of the First World-Wide Competition for 
Young Sociologists 1990 organized by the International Sociological Association (ISA). 

 
11. OTHER ACADEMIC MERITS: PhD examination: 12 public and 18 preliminary PhD examinations at the 

universities of Aalto, Helsinki, Jyväskylä, Lapland, Tallinn, Tampere, Tartu and Turku. Many more dissertation 
committee memberships. * Evaluation of academic competence: 10 external statements on the applicants for 
professorship (for the universities of Uppsala, Helsinki, Jyväskylä, Oulu, Eastern Finland, Lapland and Helsinki 
Collegium for Advanced Studies) and 12 for the title of docent (for the universities of Helsinki, Tampere, Turku, 
Jyväskylä, Eastern Finland and Lapland). Many more internal evaluation tasks at the Universities of Helsinki, 
Jyväskylä and Tampere. * International evaluation of funding applications: Swedish Research Council/NOS-HS 
applications (2015), Czech Science Foundation (2015), Research Council of Norway/NOS-HS applications (2012), 
Estonian Science Foundation (2008, 2013). Domestic: evaluation of applications for professorships and other 
positions for most Finnish universities and for all three Finnish advanced study centres in Helsinki, Turku and 
Tampere, and foundations such as the Finnish Cultural Foundation, Aaltonen Foundation and Kone Foundation. * 
Editorial responsibilities: Editor, Book Series Studies in Sociology: Symbols, Theory and Society, Peter Lang, 
2003–20. * Editor, Sosiologia, Journal of the Finnish Sociological Association, 2001–02. * Review Editor, Acta 
Sociologica, Journal of the Nordic Sociological Association, NSA, 1998–2000. * Chair of editorial board: Publisher 
Gaudeamus/Helsinki University Press, 2007–11. * Consulting editor or member of the editorial board: Acta 
Sociologica (2011–), European Journal of Cultural Studies (1997–2015), Sosiologia (1996–2003), Tiede & edistys 
(1985). * Numerous referee statements for international publishers and journals. Administrative responsibilities 
in the academia: Member: University Board, University of Tampere, 2013–18. * Election Committee of New 
Members, Section of Humanities, The Finnish Academy of Science and Letters, 2017–19. * Steering Group of the 
Finnish Publication Forum, Federation of Finnish Learned Societies, 2012–2015. * Director: Institute for Advanced 
Social Research, Tampere University, 2008–21. * HoD of Social Sciences and Philosophy, Univ. of Jyväskylä, 
2005–08. (Deputy, 2004–05.) * Member: Faculty Council, Faculty of Social Sciences, Univ. of Jyväskylä, 2002–08. 
* Member: Executive Group, Department of Sociology, Univ. of Helsinki, 1999–2002. 

12. MEMBERSHIPS AND POSITIONS OF TRUST IN SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES: Founding member and vice 
chair of The Society for the Study of Power Relations (SSPR, 2019–) * Member of the Board of the Finnish Institute 
of International Affairs (FIIA, 2020–24) * Member of the executive committee of the European Sociological 
Association (ESA, 2001–2003). * Founding member and coordinator (in 2001–02) of the Social Theory Network of 
the ESA. * Chair of the doctoral studies coordination committee, Westermarck Society (2012–16) * Member of the 
executive committee, Social Policy Association in Finland (2003–06). 


